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of chases, fisticuffs and gunfights. Electric
blues (especially in the Shanghai scenes)
represent the ‘virtual’ power of technology,
bright, shiny but intangible and distracting.
Orange/brown symbolises the tangible (if
physically dangerous) ‘dirty realism’ of the
solid world that Bond is expert at negotiating.

Mirrors / doubles / reflections: the symmetrical
composition of many shots, and use of actual
reflections, symbolise two things: the way the
‘actual’ and ‘virtual’ worlds are connected; and
the connection between Silva and Bond. Both
are agents who “overstep the mark”, both have

been ‘betrayed’ by M in the service of their
country. Like Batman and the Joker in The Dark
Knight, they are two sides of the same coin.

The consistent framing of shots that places

Bond (or M) at the centre establishes them as

a stable, dependable presence in a changing,
chaotic world, reassuring the audience of

their relevance. The second to last scene of

Bond staring out over London suggests he is

a champion and protector of Britain (a shot
familiar from superhero films). The presence of
other national flags flying above their embassies
suggests he is also a protector of the whole world.



